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The UKCA mark is the new product marking scheme to 
replace CE marking for the GB market from 1st January 
2021 for most products.

• The UKCA mark came into effect on 1st January 
  2021.
• The principle of self-certification and third-party 
  assessments established under EU legislation is 
  unchanged See the list of areas where self-
  declaration is permitted.
• CE marking will continue to be accepted on the GB 
  market until the end of 2022 for most 
  products, assuming that GB and EU rules remain the 
  same.
• There is no mutual recognition of marks between the 
  UK and EU.
• From 1st January 2021, third-party assessments 
  from EU appointed Notified Bodies located in the UK 
  will no longer be accepted in the EU, and certificates 
  issued by those bodies cease to be valid.

• Existing UK based Notified Bodies will cease to operate 
  and will automatically become UK Approved Bodies with 
  the same scope. They will perform the same activities 
  but under the UK Regulations.
• CE marking continues to be the product marking 
  scheme for Northern Ireland where the product is placed 
  on the market using self-certification.
• To place a product onto the Northern Ireland market that 
  requires the use of third-party approval, either an EU-27 
  Notified Body can be used and the CE mark applied or 
  both the CE and UK(NI) mark applied when a UK 
  Approved Body is used.

The UKCA (UK Conformity Assessed) marking is a new UK 
product marking used for goods being placed on the market 
in Great Britain (England, Wales and Scotland). It covers most 
goods which previously required the CE marking. The Northern 
Ireland market, will continue to meet relevant EU rules 
including CE marking or UKNI marking. Further guidance can be 
found here.

Key points

What is the UKCA mark?

UKCA Mark

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/using-the-ukca-marking#self-declaration
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/using-the-ukca-marking#self-declaration
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/placing-manufactured-goods-on-the-market-in-northern-ireland


The UKCA mark can be used to demonstrate conformity with 
UK Regulations for products placed on the GB market from 1st 
January 2021.
CE marking can continue to be used until the end of 2022 
for most products assuming that GB and EU rules remain 
the same, this allows businesses time to adjust to the new 
requirements.

The UKCA mark will need to be used immediately from 1st 
January 2023 if all of the following apply:

• Your product is intended for the GB market
• It is covered by legislation which requires the UKCA 
  marking.
• It requires mandatory third-party conformity 
  assessment.
• A third-party assessment has been carried out by an 
  EU appointed Notified Body located in the UK and the 
  files have not been transferred to an EU-27 Notified 
  Body.

  Note: This does not apply to existing stock, for example if 
  your products were fully manufactured, CE marked and   
  ready to place on the market before 1st January 2021. In   
  these cases, your products can still be sold in Great Britain 
  with a CE marking even if covered by a certificate of 
  conformity issued by a UK body before 1st January 2021.

• From 1st January 2023, all products placed on the 
  GB market are required to be UKCA marked unless 
  special arrangements, such as those for medical 
  devices, are in place.
• CE marking for medical devices will continue to be 
  recognised in Great Britain until 1st July 2023 
  assuming that GB and EU rules remain the same.
• Products that are currently CE marked on the basis 
  of an EU Notified Body assessment are, from 1st 
  January 2022, required to be assessed by a UK 
  Approved Body for UK market access.
• For businesses based in Northern Ireland, qualifying 
  Northern Ireland goods can be placed on the GB 
  market with an EU conformity assessment marking, 
  such as the CE marking, after 31st December 2021.

Testing remains to be against EN standards. A full list of UK 
designated standards can be viewed here. From 1st January 
2021 the UK standards should be the same as the harmonised 
standards published on the Official Journal of the EU (OJEU) 
however there is the potential for the lists to no longer be 
aligned in future.

Selling goods in Great Britain

When to use the UKCA marking

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/conformity-assessment-and-accreditation
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/designated-standards#electric-and-electronic-engineering


UKCA marking will be required however in most cases it will be 
possible to use CE marking until 1st January 2023. 

From 1st January 2023 it will be necessary to use UKCA marking 
and Declarations of Conformity (DoC) to UK Regulations; 
Electromagnetic Compatibility Regulations 2016, Radio 
Equipment Regulations 2017, Electrical Equipment (Safety) 
Regulations 2016.

Testing is to EN standards in accordance with UK Regulations; 
Electromagnetic Compatibility Regulation (EMC), Radio 
Equipment Regulation (RE) or Low Voltage Directive (LV).

If you are a UK business who previously were the distributor of 
the equipment in the UK, you are now legally the importer. 

Importers have more legal responsibilities than distributors, 
such as holding the technical information, including the 
UK Declaration of Conformity and confirming that the 
manufacturer has carried out the correct conformity 
assessment procedures. 

There is a transitional period ending on 31st December 2022 
after which the importer details (name and address) must be 
affixed to the equipment.

During the transition period the importer details can be 
provided in accompanying documentation.

Selling goods from the EU into Great Britain

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/electromagnetic-compatibility-regulations-2016
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/radio-equipment-regulations-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/radio-equipment-regulations-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/electrical-equipment-safety-regulations-2016
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/electrical-equipment-safety-regulations-2016


CE marking continues to apply as the EU does not recognise the 
UKCA mark. 

Testing is to EN standards in accordance with EU Directives; 
EMC Directive, Radio Equipment Directive (RED) or Low Voltage 
Directive (LVD). 

You should continue to have an EU Declaration of Conformity 
within your technical files.

From 16th July 2021, GB companies selling products to the EU 
will require an Importer or Authorised Representative based in 
the EU due to the Market Surveillance Regulation (2019/1020). 

If you sell products directly to EU businesses or consumers you 
will need to appoint an Authorised Representative.

You must delegate, in writing, responsibility for providing 
technical information, including the EU Declaration of 
Conformity, to national surveillance representatives upon 
request.
Other responsibilities such as affixing the CE mark or signing 
the Declaration of Conformity can also be delegated.

Selling goods from Great Britain
into the EU



The UKCA marking is not recognised on the EU market. 
Products need a CE marking for sale in the EU. 

Testing is to EN standards in accordance with EU Directives; 
EMC Directive, Radio Equipment Directive (RED) or Low Voltage 
Directive (LVD).

• For products using self-certification, no action is 
  required
• For products having third-party assessment by an 
  EU-27 Notified Body, no action is required.
• Where a product has third-party assessment from an 
  EU appointed Notified Body located in the UK, the 
  files will need to have been transferred to an EU-27 
  Notified Body before 1st January 2021 or a new 
  assessment completed by an EU-27 Notified Body.

More guidance on how to use the CE marking can be found 
here.

You must delegate, in writing, responsibility for providing 
technical information, including the EU Declaration of 
Conformity, to national surveillance representatives upon 
request.
Other responsibilities such as affixing the CE mark or signing 
the Declaration of Conformity can also be delegated.

Selling goods in the EU

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ce-marking
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ce-marking


CE marking continues to apply however it is also possible to use UKNI marking. See the guidance on placing goods on the Northern 
Ireland market.
• New and existing products that are CE marked can be placed onto the NI market without any changes.
• The UKCA mark is not recognised in Northern Ireland.
• Products that require third-party assessment can be placed onto the Northern Ireland market using either an 
  EU-27 Notified Body and affixed with the CE mark or a UK Approved Body and affixed with both the CE and 
  UK(NI) marks.
• Existing third-party assessment from an EU-27 Notified Body continues to be accepted for the Northern Ireland    
  market.

Selling goods in Northern Ireland 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/placing-manufactured-goods-on-the-market-in-northern-ireland
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/placing-manufactured-goods-on-the-market-in-northern-ireland


RN Electronics can help ensure that your products have unimpeded market access to GB, NI and EU markets.

If you have any questions around compliance for both new existing products, please get in touch and we will be happy to answer 
any questions around these subjects.

You can contact our team by using the contact form

How we can help

https://fs4.formsite.com/3LRMy7/enquiry/index.html


RN Electronics Ltd
Arnolds Court
Arnolds Farm Lane
Mountnessing
Brentwood
Essex
CM13 1UT
UK

t: +44 (0)1277 352219 
e: enquiries@RNelectronics.com

www.RNelectronics.com


